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REVIEWS in 

Best of all, his book without ever ceasing to be a strictly critical study, 
leaves the impression at every turn of being written from within by a 
person who has practically experienced the German system. Dr. 
Kruger's outlook is middle-class — gut burgerlich. He therefore in the 
main reflects the temper of modern industrial Germany, but, true to the 
principles of a sound scholarship, is not consciously or deliberately unjust 
to the agrarian and working-men groups. The delicate and yet powerful 
articulation of the German government, its remarkable flexibility and 
responsiveness to new conditions, are brought out in an exposition which 
has the merits of simplicity and order but is often a little humdrum and 
academic. It is a source of special gratification that many errors and 
delusions about the German government, entertained among us almost 
with the fervor of articles of faith for no better reason than that they 
seem to flatter our own institutions, are in the course of the argument 
consigned to the dust-bin. Fiat lux — not the support of our bias, but 
our broadened understanding must be the end of college education. An 
excellent critical bibliography completes a book for which a wide college 
vogue is most devoutly to be wished. 

Ferdinand Schevill 
University of Chicago 



The Longshoremen. By Charles B. Barnes. New York: Sur- 
vey Associates, Inc., 1915. 
This is an account that deals principally with the 30,000 or more men 
who load and unload cargoes in the port of New York. This motley 
group of Irish, Scandinavian, German, Italian, Polack, and negro workers 
is shown to be much neglected and misunderstood by the public. The 
best of them are honest, generous, and skilled in their work; the worst 
of them, corresponding to the public's opinion of them generally, are 
loafers, drinkers, and brawlers. "The most conspicuous characteristic 
as well as the most far-reaching evil" of their work is its irregularity. 
Frequent periods of unemployment alternate with periods of work lasting 
thirty or forty hours at a stretch. The average wages are thought to be 
less than $10.00 or $12.00 a week. The very high rate of mortality is 
owing to the fact that the United States is "practically the only nation 
with a large foreign commerce which has absolutely no regulations for 
the protection of men engaged in longshore work." The organized 
efforts of these workmen, largely because of inefficient leadership and the 
uncertainty of their work, have accomplished but little. 
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There are appendixes pointing out the better condition of longshore- 
men in Boston, London, Liverpool, and Hamburg. In England the 
enlistment of public interest is the great achievement of the unions, while 
the decasualization of labor is the great attainment of the employers. 
In Hamburg are exhibited the ideals of efficiency and organization. The 
style of the book is clear, the material is well arranged, and the important 
points are given due prominence. A glossary and copious illustrations 
aid the author in interesting the reader in the detailed industrial life of 
this neglected but important group of work people. 

E. K. Eyerly 

University of S. Dakota 



Report of the International Congress of Women. Amsterdam: 
International Women's Committee for Permanent Peace, 
1915. Illus., pp. xlviii+323. $o.6o, postpaid. 
This modest volume, paper-covered and swelled to much more than 
its natural size because part of its contents appears in English, French, 
and German, is one of the most significant volumes which the Great War 
has brought forth. Within its pages is the authentic record of an adven- 
ture which was characterized even by persons of national repute as 
cowardly, ridiculous, and silly, but which, when "the whirligig of time 
brings in his revenges," will undoubtedly be judged as a valiant, serious, 
and wise undertaking. Unaffrighted and patient, kindled with zeal not 
only to utter a protest against the world's madness but to seize upon any 
opportunity to declare their belief in peace based on justice, these women, 
fifteen hundred in number and representing twelve different countries, 
met at The Hague from April 28 to May i, 1915. Expressions of sym- 
pathy came from ten other countries. The record of messages of encour- 
agement from important organizations and prominent women in every 
part of the world gives a fairer idea of the strength of purpose and high- 
minded spirit which permeated the congress than did the jocular and 
contemptuous comments of the daily press. Women from warring 
nations and from neutral nations sat for four days, and with dignity and 
solemn realization of the importance of their task formulated their mes- 
sage to the world and the fines along which they would work. It is 
hardly possible to read those declarations of principle without the belief 
that only good can come from the action taken to insure an international 
congress of women, to be held at the same place and time as the official 
conference which shall frame the terms of the peace settlement after the 



